
Striking for 

Labour Rights 

In 1918, workers at the Western 

Canadian Mills staged a strike to 

protest wage cuts and working 

conditions. Chinese, Japanese 

and Hindu workers stood firm, and 

after two days of refusal to work, 

the employer relented. Later in 

1919, 2,000 Asian shingle workers 

organized to resist a discriminatory 

wage reduction during the 40-day 

Western Canadian Mills' strike in 

British Columbia. 

Fighting Against 

Segregation 

September 5, 1922, marks the 

beginning of a year-long walkout that the 

Chinese community coordinated to fight 

segregation in British Columbia, Victoria's 

public schools. The resistance was a 

response to two decades of racist school 

policies in an effort to challenge the 

prevailing idea that the Asian race was 

'unassimilable and dangerously' different 

from the dominant white society. 

Anti-racism & 

Queer Activism 

Gay Asians of Toronto, founded in 1980, 

was the first organization in Canada 

to advocate for lesbian, gay, bisexual 

and transgender racialized people. The 

group provided support services and 

advocacy to give queer Asians a place 

to fully participate in Toronto's majority 

white, mainstream gay community. In 

1982, Gay Asians of Toronto was chosen 

to lead the Gay Pride March that year. 

Art and Resistance 

Desh Pardesh ("home away from home" in 

Hindustani) was a groundbreaking multi

disciplinary arts festival that took hold of 

the Greater Toronto Area from 1988-2001. 

This art movement provided a venue for 

underrepresented and marginalized voices 

within the South Asian diaspora. Bringing a 

new feminist edge to the arts scene, Raging 

Asian Womxn Taiko Drummers (RAW), a 

Toronto-based performing arts ensemble 

made up of East and Southeast Asian 

womxn, formed in 1998. RAW was a critical 

response and challenge to both systemic 

and internalized oppressions as performers 

carried on the diasporic Taiko tradition. 

Building Solidarity 

A pronounced increase in anti-racist 

Asian solidarity has been witnessed 

in light of the rise in anti-Asian racism 

during the COVID-19 pandemic. 

Community groups like the Chinese 

Canadian National Council for Social 

Justice, established in 2019, have worked 

to address racism and build solidarity with 

Black and Indigenous voices. With social 

media accounts like @Asians4Blklives, 

@Advocater_Asian and @QueerAsianYouth, 

the presence and activism online have 

brought people together to fight against 

white supremacy and racism. 


