Political Conversation Starters: Key Messages to Share
Ontario’s future depends on informed political conversations. 
In elections, every conversation counts. Talk with co-workers, parents, friends, and family about the power of voting. Each discussion is a chance to highlight the importance of electing a government that supports publicly funded education and all our shared public services. Use the messaging below to engage, inform, and inspire others to prioritize these critical issues and parties that champion them at the polls.
Add YOUR voice to the conversation. 

Public Education
· Per-student funding has dropped by $1,500 since 2018 under Ford’s Progressive Conservatives (PCs)—billions cut from education.
· Chronic underfunding has led to fewer resources, larger classes, more violence in schools, staff burnout, and harm to student well-being.
· School boards are being forced to cut vital programs due to rising costs and insufficient provincial funding—hurting vulnerable students most, including those with special education needs, Indigenous and racialized students, and English language learners.
· Cuts to special education have reduced access to educational assistants and specialized programs.
· We need a government that invests in public education—smaller classes, better resources, and support for every student. 
· Strong public education benefits everyone, not just families with school-aged children—it strengthens our whole society.


Health Care
· Families across Ontario face delayed care and reduced access to essential health services.
· The Ford Conservatives have underfunded public health care, leading to ER closures and long wait times.
· Multiple hospitals in rural Ontario experienced temporary Emergency Department closures due to staffing shortages and lack of funding.
· Patients at major hospitals have reported waiting over 12 hours in emergency departments.
· Staffing shortages have worsened due to poor working conditions and wage suppression for nurses and healthcare workers.
· Ontario nurses have been leaving the profession in record numbers, citing burnout from increased patient loads. 
· Over 25,000 nursing positions were vacant as of 2023, leading to service disruptions.
· We need a government that’s committed to adequately funding public healthcare and respecting healthcare workers.
· Voting for parties that support public healthcare investment ensures accessible, quality care for all Ontarians.

Affordability 
· Public services have been eroded, forcing families to pay more out-of-pocket for essentials. These rising costs hit lower- and middle-income families hardest.
· We need leaders who prioritize people—not corporations—by ensuring fair wages, and stronger social supports.
· Corporate price gouging has led to massive increases in food prices and foodbank usage.
· Cuts to the Ontario Works and Ontario Disability Support Program have left vulnerable people struggling to afford basic needs. This is unjust and inhumane.
· The PCs have prioritized corporate tax cuts while ignoring the rising cost of living for everyday Ontarians.
· In 2019, Ford’s Conservatives cut corporate tax rates from 11.5% to 10.5%. Reversing this would provide billions of dollars for public programs and support people who need it.
· Ontario workers would benefit from an increased minimum wage, a comprehensive plan to stop wage theft, protection for precarious workers and more paid sick days. 

Housing Crisis
· The Ford Conservatives have allowed developers to profit at the expense of affordable housing by weakening rent control and pushing unaffordable developments.
· During their term, they removed rent control for new units built after November of that year, leading to skyrocketing rental prices.
· The Greenbelt scandal revealed PC policies that benefited wealthy developers while reducing affordable housing protections. The RCMP investigation into this continues. 
· Rents have skyrocketed, and homeownership is out of reach for many working families and young people looking to buy their first home.
· Back candidates who will support stronger rent controls, public and non-market housing initiatives, and measures to stop unfair real estate practices.


Take Action
Help mobilize your community to vote in upcoming elections:
· Share these messages in conversations and on social media.
· Encourage voter registration and participation in the provincial election.
· Support candidates who prioritize public services and working families.
Vote for better schools, not Conservative cuts.


