Climate Justice
We are more aware than ever of the impact climate change will have on the quality of life of future generations. Climate change isn’t just an environmental concern; it is an ethical, economic, and political issue that affects some communities more than others.  
According to the World Health Organization, climate change affects social and environmental determinants of health such as clean air, safe drinking water, sufficient food, and secure shelter unequally. Extreme heat, natural disasters, and patterns of infection, among other factors, affect the poor and most vulnerable first, with a particularly devastating impact on children and disproportionate impacts on Black, Indigenous, and racialized communities.
ETFO is committed to climate justice. This fact sheet outlines what ETFO members can do to work toward equity as they address climate change in their classrooms and through civic engagement.
Classroom engagement
Environmental education requires a critical lens and the integration of environmental stewardship and Indigenous perspectives into classroom practices. Members can inspire a love of the natural world while teaching students that standing up for nature also means standing up for an equitable world. Connecting climate change to racial, social, gender, and economic inequities allows students to imagine a world where these inequities are eliminated for everyone.
What government must provide
All levels of government must act urgently to address the climate crisis, and they must do so fairly and equitably. Government must:
· work to achieve climate protection goals, including reducing emissions
· address the inequities faced by racialized communities due to climate change
· adequately fund public services responsible for implementing climate protection programs
· ensure public procurement practices are green
Mobilize for climate justice 
Every day, we see the effects of climate change and the failure of governments to address them. Faced with this reality, we need to be even more vigilant in advocating for fair and just economic, social, and environmental policies.
As an ETFO member, you have many opportunities to be an advocate and make your voice heard. Consider the following actions to advocate for climate justice outside of the classroom:
· Demand governments build a sustainable, green economy that values human rights and respects the treaty rights of Indigenous Peoples.
· Attend all-candidate meetings to call for action and funding of climate justice initiatives.
· Ask political candidates how they intend to advocate for climate justice, about their plan to address climate change and how they will fund it, and where they stand on environmental racism and colonialism as they relate to climate change.
· Encourage pension plans to divest from fossil fuels.
· Attend rallies in solidarity with climate justice organizations.
· Talk to your friends, family, and loved ones about climate justice and why it should be included in all election platforms.
Learn more
To learn more about our responsibility to advocate for positive change that protects the environment and human rights as they relate to climate justice, visit:
· etfo.ca for classroom resources and links to organizations that work to protect the environment
· Education International’s Teach for the Planet website
· Environment and Climate Change Canada’s website
· Government of Canada’s climate change website
Join us!
Sign up to protect public education at BuildingBetterSchools.ca.
